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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Western Pictou County is a gateway community for our province. It is home to the Caribou/Wood 
Island Ferry which connects Prince Edward Island to Nova Scotia. The Ferry passengers disembark 
onto Trans-Canada Highway (TCH) млс ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ tƛŎǘƻǳ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
center, the Town of Pictou.  
 
The Town services a catchment area of over 10,000 permanent residents and 475,000 annual ferry 
passengers. These numbers include the residents of River John, Scotsburn and Pictou. Between the 
residents and ferry passengers, $300M to $350M is expended annually. 
 
The resident population is employed by several sizable employers including Empire Company 
(Sobeys, Crombie REIT), Michelin Tires Canada, Northern Pulp Nova Scotia Limited, Nova Scotia 
HŜŀƭǘƘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ bƻǾŀ {Ŏƻǘƛŀ tƻǿŜǊ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ aŀŎDǊŜƎƻǊΩǎ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ DǊƻǳǇΣ aŀŎYŀȅ aŜǘŜǊǎΣ 
Advocate Printing & Publishing, Northumberland Ferries Ltd, Aecon Fabco and others.  
 
Strong regional, national and international businesses receive and ship goods and services through 
the Trenton Airport, Northumberland Ferries, rail service, Pictou Marine Terminal and the Trans-
Canada Highway network. The combination of services available and access to transportation 
enables ease of connection to the rest of Canada and the world. 
 
The location of lands abutting the Pictou roundabout provide high visibility and extensive traffic 
volumes. The potential customer and workforce base has above average income and educational 
characteristics relative to overall Nova Scotia statistics.  
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CHAPTER 1  INTRODUCTION 
 

 

This document is intended to provide background data for use by prospective developers 

considering a response to the Town of Pictou commercial Request for Proposals for lands adjacent 

to the Pictou Roundabout.  As shown in Figure 1.1, the commercial lands are accessed through a 

new roundabout located at the Town of Pictou exit from the rotary located on TCH-106. Pictou also 

has several lots that are suitable for commercial development located in the Browns Point area of 

Town. Figure 1.4 shows these development areas.  
 
This report is based on dissemination area level statistics in: 
 

ω 5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΤ 

ω IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ōȅ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΤ 

ω [ŀōƻǳǊ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴǎΤ 

ω ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ 

ω wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΦ 
 

 

1.1 Catchment Area  
 
The general catchment area for this economic profile is shown in Figure 1.2.   
 

Community boundaries are defined by the Community Counts web portal of the Nova Scotia 

Department of Finance, and include the communities of Pictou, River John and Scotsburn. 

 

More specifically the communities in western Pictou County include: 

 

¶ tƛŎǘƻǳ ό.ŀȅ ±ƛŜǿΣ .ǊŀŜǎƘƻǊŜΣ .Ǌƻǿƴǎ tƻƛƴǘΣ /ŀǊƛōƻǳΣ /ŀǊƛōƻǳ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ŀǊƛōƻǳΣ IŀƭƛōǳǊǘƻƴΣ 

tƛŎǘƻǳΣ tƛŎǘƻǳ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ {ŎƻǘŎƘ IƛƭƭΣ ¢ƘǊŜŜ .ǊƻƻƪǎΣ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƛŘŜΣ ²Ŝǎǘ wƛǾŜǊ ƻŦ tƛŎǘƻǳύ 

¶ wƛǾŜǊ WƻƘƴ ό.ƛƎƴŜȅΣ .ƭŀŎƪ wƛǾŜǊΣ .Ǌƻƻƪ wƻŀŘΣ /ŀǇŜ WƻƘƴΣ /ŀǊƛōƻǳ wƛǾŜǊΣ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ DǊŀƴǘΣ 5ŀƭƘƻǳǎƛŜΣ 

5ƛŀƳƻƴŘΣ 5ǳŦŦŜǊƛƴΣ 9ŀǎǘ .ǊŀƴŎƘΣ 9ƭƳŦƛŜƭŘΣ CƛǘȊǇŀǘǊƛŎƪΣ IŜŘƎŜǾƛƭƭŜΣ IƻŘǎƻƴΣ [ƻƎŀƴǾƛƭƭŜΣ [ƻǳƛǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ 

aŀŎYŀȅǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊΣ aŀǊǎƘǾƛƭƭŜΣ aŜŀŘƻǿǾƛƭƭŜΣ aŜƭǾƛƭƭŜΣ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ wƻŀŘΣ tƭŀƛƴŦƛŜƭŘΣ tƻǇƭŀǊ IƛƭƭΣ wƛǾŜǊ 

WƻƘƴΣ wƻƎŜǊǎΣ {ŜŀŦƻŀƳΣ {ǳƴŘǊƛŘƎŜΣ ¢ƻƴŜȅ aƛƭƭǎΣ ¢ƻƴŜȅ wƛǾŜǊΣ ²ŜƭǎŦƻǊŘΣ ²Ŝǎǘ .ǊŀƴŎƘΣ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƭȅύ 
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¶ {ŎƻǘǎōǳǊƴ ό!ƭƳŀΣ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ IƛƭƭΣ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ²Ŝǎǘ wƛǾŜǊΣ 5ǳǊƘŀƳΣ CƛǘȊǇŀǘǊƛŎƪǎ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΣ CƻǳǊ aƛƭŜ 

.ǊƻƻƪΣ DǊŀƴǘƻƴΣ DǊŜŜƴƘƛƭƭΣ IŀǊŘǿƻƻŘ IƛƭƭΣ IŜŀǘƘōŜƭƭΣ [ƻŎƘ .ǊƻƻƳΣ [ȅƻƴǎ .ǊƻƻƪΣ aƛƭƭǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ 

wƻŎƪŦƛŜƭŘΣ wƻƎŜǊǎ IƛƭƭΣ wƻƎŜǊǎ Iƛƭƭ /Ǌƻǎǎ wƻŀŘǎΣ {ŎƻǘǎōǳǊƴΣ {ȅƭǾŜǎǘŜǊύ 
 

The information presented in this profile was drawn from three main sources: the 2011 Census; the 

2011 National Household Survey (NHS); and the Community Counts web portal of the Nova Scotia 

Department of Finance. Figure 1.4 shows population counts within concentric circles from Pictou. 
 

Figure 1.3 shows the community counts for the areas noted above overlaid on the 2011 Statistics 

Canada map of Census Subdivision A and the Pictou Census Subdivision. 
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Figure 1.1 - New Roundabout and Commercial Area 

Lot A 

Lot B 
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 Figure 1.2 - General Catchment Area 
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  Figure 1.3 - Geographies for the Profile 
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Figure 1.4 ς Roundabout and Browns Point areas of Pictou 
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CHAPTER 2  PHASED IN COMMERCIAL ASSESSMENT 
  
 

The Town is actively considering the enactment of a Commercial Assessment Phase-In By-Law 

enabled under the Municipal Government Act.  The legislation allows for phase in of incremental 

commercial assessment over a predetermined amount and within a prescribed geographic area of a 

municipality. It is anticipated that a review and possible enactment will be complete by the fall of 

2017.  
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CHAPTER 3  ACTIVITIES IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA 
 

Generally, the Town of Pictou currently retains an impressive range of activities within the 

manufacturing, retail, service, and public sectors including:  

 

Manufacturing: 

¶ !ŜŎƻƴ CŀōŎƻ ό{ƘƛǇ ¸ŀǊŘκaŀǊƛƴŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴύ 

¶ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ tǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ 

¶ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ aŜŎƘŀƴƛŎŀƭ 

¶ bƻǊǘƘǎƘƻǊŜ .ŀƭƭŀǎǘ 

¶ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

¶ DǊƻƘƳŀƴƴ YƴƛǾŜǎ 

 

Retail/Service: 

¶ Lƴ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ млл ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ tƛŎǘƻǳ 

¶ tƛŎǘƻǳ aŀǊƛƴŜ ¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŀƛǘƭƛƴŜ {ǘŜǾŜŘƻǊƛƴƎ 

¶ ¢ǿƻ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƳŀǊƛƴŀǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǘ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ 

 

Accommodations: 

¶ !ƴ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ ƳƻǘŜƭǎΣ ƛƴƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜŘ ϧ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ 

 

Public: 

¶ bƻǾŀ {Ŏƻǘƛŀ IŜŀƭǘƘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ όƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΣ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŀǊŜΣ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ǳƴƛǘΣ ŀƳōǳƭŀƴŎŜ 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƻǳǘǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ 

ŀŘŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅύ 

¶ tƛŎǘƻǳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ό{ǳǇǊŜƳŜΣ tǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭΣ CŀƳƛƭȅΣ {Ƴŀƭƭ /ƭŀƛƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ tǊƻōŀǘŜ /ƻǳǊǘǎύ 

¶ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƎǊŀŘŜ мн ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ  

¶ hŘŘŦŜƭƭƻǿǎ IƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

¶ {ƘƛǊŜǘƻǿƴ bǳǊǎƛƴƎ IƻƳŜ 

¶ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻǿƴ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ 

¶ ŘŜ/ƻǎǘŜ 9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ π tŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ !Ǌǘǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 

¶ IŜŎǘƻǊ !ǊŜƴŀ 

¶ tƛŎǘƻǳ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ tƻƻƭ 
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¶ tǳōƭƛŎ ƳŀǊƛƴŀΣ ǿƘŀǊŦ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛǇǿŀȅ 

 

Specific to the roundabout area, the following private and public sector holdings are owned or 

operated by:  

¶ {ƻōŜȅǎΣ ¢ƛƳ IƻǊǘƻƴǎΣ {ǳōǿŀȅΣ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ IƻƳŜ IŀǊŘǿŀǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ bƻǾŀ {Ŏƻǘƛŀ 

[ƛǉǳƻǊ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ tƛŎǘƻǳ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΣ [ƛƻƴǎǘƻƴŜ LƴƴΣ 5ƻƭŀƴǎ Lƴƴǎ ŀƴŘ {ǳƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎǘ 

±ƛǎƛǘƻǊ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ  
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CHAPTER 4  RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING BUSINESSES 
 

 

4.1 Overview 
Pictou County was rated the most cost competitive community in Canada in which to do business by 

the KPMG Competitive Alternatives Study 2006.  There are established business organizations such 

as the Pictou Business and Marketing Society (PBMS) and the Pictou County Chamber of Commerce 

(PCCC).   PBMS is comprised of downtown merchants and organizations. The organization helps 

promote the Town of Pictou and facilitates development in the downtown area while the PCCC is a 

network of Pictou County businesses and professionals from a variety of sectors. PCCC advocates on 

behalf of the local business community. 
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4.2 Regional Businesses  
 

The Town of Pictou retain two large industries, Aecon Fabco and Advocate Printing and Publishing, 

both of whom play a significant economic role within the Region, Province and Atlantic Canada.  

 

Aecon Atlantic operates within the Aecon Industrial Division. 

Its Pictou location retains the largest pipe and modular 

fabrication facilities in Eastern Canada.  

 

The Pictou Pipe and Module Fabrication Yard provides 

modern, comprehensive facilities for pipe and plate 

preparation as well as climate controlled spool manufacture 

and module erection.  The facility is on the Northumberland 

Strait, which facilitates convenient barge transportation of 

large modules and fabrications to Canadian, US and 

European markets.  

 

The Pictou location also features a marine facility providing 

top-to-bottom ship refurbishment and repair. Featuring a 

new 4,000ςton capacity marine railway, the facility can 

ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ άƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ ƪŜŜƭ ōƭƻŎƪέ ƻŦ олрΩΦ ¢ƘŜ tƛŎǘƻǳ 

Marine Railway is unique from other yards in that it retains 

side yard transfer capability. This capability allows vessels to 

be moved off the railway to shore and back to water in a different sequence. The yard works on 

multiple vessels at one time, and because of the side yard capability, emergency dockings can be 

handled efficiently. Services also include both 3ллΩ ŀƴŘ сллΩ ǿƘŀǊǾŜǎΦ1  

 

The Aecon Pictou facilities are strategically positioned to take advantage of marine commercial and 

naval programs. In October of 

2014 Chantier Davie Canada 

LƴŎΦΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ 

highest-capacity shipyard and 

industrial fabricator, 

announced a cooperative 

agreement with Aecon 

whereby the companies have 

ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻΧ άŎƻƳōƛƴŜ 

fabrication capacities to 

increase speed and cost of 

delivery for major marine 

commercial and naval 

programs; use a modern 

                                                           
1 http://aeconatlantic.com/ 

Figure 2 - Aecon Atlantic (Drydock) 

Figure 1 - Aecon Fabco 



Economic Profile for the Western Portion of Pictou County  12 

production/assembly approach by producing and assembling ship sections at multiple sites; provide 

greater geographical reach and flexibility for joint programs; skills and knowledge sharing on joint 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎέ.2 

 

Advocate Printing & Publishing, the largest independent printer in Atlantic Canada, was founded in 

1891. Headquartered in Pictou, Nova Scotia, Advocate services the Atlantic Provinces, the eastern 

seaboard and across Canada. The company includes five newspapers and 24 community and trade 

magazines, a flyer distribution 

company, a commercial photography 

studio and a creative design studio. 

The printing business includes 

production of national flyers, 

magazines, print collateral such as 

brochures and business cards, and 

promotional materials such as in-ice 

signage and banners. 

 

Technology was a primary factor in 

the company's growth during the 

nineties as Advocate developed one 

of the most advanced prepress 

departments in Eastern Canada. A commercial photography studio and a design studio were added 

to further meet the distinctive needs of the print industry customers. As the new creative divisions 

grew with new media, the Advocate Communications Group was formed. 

 

In 2006 the company introduced Atlantic 

/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǿƛŘŜ-format printing. 

Advocate continues to expand by 

printing everything from national flyers 

and magazines to banners, brochures, 

hockey pucks and business cards.3 

 
  

                                                           
2 http://www.davie.ca/news/davie-aecon-announce-cooperation-agreement/ 
3 http://www.advocateprinting.com/ 

Figure 4 - Pictou Advocate (Inside) 

Figure 3 - Pictou Advocate (Outside) 






































